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During 2004 Nevada’s summer reading program theme, “Discovering New Trails” inspired us to write, Detective Coyote And The Runaway Book.  This story explores the activities and feelings of discovery. 

Detective Coyote sets out with his magnifying glass to find the Runaway Book. Along the trail he has difficulties that are solved with the help of song, friends and audience participation. 

A nevadamusic.com interactive story, Detective Coyote And The Runaway Book is designed for listening and doing. The script contains Activities, Dialog and Songs. 

Listen to the whole story. 

Then, decide how you want to use all or parts.
· Do the activities with individual scenes. 

· Perform the scenes to the audio, with puppets or live actors.

· Perform the scenes using the script without music or select and play the songs between the scenes.

Note that among the files there are large type versions of the song choruses. Sing along with the choruses of the songs. Sing with your children.

Talk about the story. Improvise. Have fun. 

Whether your kids do a live show or a puppet show using the audio, make the experience successful by planning and making the props in advance, use a couple of your meeting times to do this. All activities, including the puppet drawings, props and suggestions start on page 30. Set a date to do the show with an audience.

We have included a recipe for strawberry jam and a cookie recipe that uses strawberry jam (page 31). Make the “Thumbprint Cookies” and hand them out to the cast and audience at the end of the performance.

Additional ideas for libraries:

At your weekly story time have kids use the story and songs with your cardboard box puppet theatre and puppets you have ready made. Encourage them to read other books and make their own puppets* and backdrops that fit in the theatre. Set a date to perform all the shows for an audience.

*Puppets may be finger puppets as we have done—a template (on page 43 should be handed out for finger holes.

If you have another type of theatre, puppets can be made from socks or paper lunch sacks.

TRACKS

TRACK ONE—narrative

TRACK TWO—narrative

TRACK THREE—“The Critter With The Clues”

TRACK FOUR—narrative

TRACK FIVE—narrative

TRACK SIX—“Lost On The Trail”

TRACK SEVEN—narrative

TRACK EIGHT—narrative

TRACK NINE—“Larry The Lizard Likes To Lick”

TRACK TEN—narrative

TRACK ELEVEN—narrative

TRACK TWELVE—“Which Way Should We Turn” (with directions N, S, E, W)

TRACK THIRTEEN—narrative

TRACK FOURTEEN—“Every Pirate Needs A Parrot”

TRACK FIFTEEN—narrative

TRACK SIXTEEN—“Jam So Sweet”

TRACK SEVENTEEN—narrative

TRACK EIGHTEEN—“Dust Bunnies Shoo”

TRACK NINETEEN—narrative

TRACK TWENTY—“Searching”

TRACK TWENTY ONE—narrative

TRACK TWENTY TWO—“Follow The Trail”

TRACK TWENTY THREE—narrative

TRACK TWENTY FOUR—“I Wanna Be A Legend”

TRACK TWENTY FIVE—narrative

TRACK TWENTY SIX—“Which Way Should We Turn” (without N, S, E, W directions)

Plus Activity Booklet—Word Document-- that can be opened as a data file on most modern computers. Also separate data files of the graphics including high resolution versions.

TRACK ONE

Scene/backdrop to use: Library

Props to use: Words-Hero, Story and Sings, the rubber broccoli.

Note: The Runaway Book may need help to hand out the three words and the rubber broccoli. Each word is given to a child or adult with instructions that each should sit on their word until they hear that word said in the play.  The rubber broccoli goes to an adult for safe keeping until it is needed.

The Runaway Book runs through on the start of an adventure but stops long enough to say and do the following:

RUNAWAY BOOK: Hello, anyone here? Oh good! People! How are you today? I’m the Runaway Book.  I am leaving the library to see the world, to explore new places, to have an adventure! I have three words to give you—Hero, Sing and Story. Cut out the words and color them before the story begins. Then, when you first hear one of these words—Hero, Sing or Story—be sure to wave the word in the air and say the word for everyone to hear. Oh yes…and, please, color the rubber broccoli and have it ready too!  There’ll be lots of things to do along the way. Here I go! I’m off…

TRACK TWO

Scene/backdrop to use: Detective Office

Props to use: Giant clue pad.

DOCTOR WITSEN: (Coyote is asleep. Dr. Witsen enters. To audience.) It was a sunny afternoon at the Coyote Detective Agency near the Big Rock out in the Dry Desert. The sand lay hot. The clouds floated by. Suddenly, the phone rang. (Ring) Yes, this is the Coyote Detective agency, Doctor Witsen speaking, here. Are we busy? Oh, yes, we’re very busy! Well maybe not very busy. But we wish we were very busy. Detective Coyote? Oh, yes, he’s right here. Kind of. But he’s very busy  (Sound of snoring.) He’s busy snoring over…I’m mean… pouring over thousands of thousands of mystery clues. (Aside.) Coyote, Coyote wake up! It’s the phone! It’s a new case.  Ah yes, could we take a new case? Oh, well, I suppose we could take a new case. Coyote, Coyote, wake up! It’s the librarian, Detective Coyote. Wake up!

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Thank you, Witsen. I’ll take it. (On phone, which can be held by Dr. Witsen.) Detective Coyote here. Hello Librarian. Yes, I need the facts. Nothing but the facts. Tell me what has happened. Hmmm. I see. A book has escaped from the library? No one checked it out? It just got down from the shelf and ran way? Amazing. Well, fax over those clues right away. Doctor Witsen and I will get on the case immediately…(Hangs up.) A new case, Witsen. A mystery that we must solve. It seems that a book is missing from the library. The book just got down from the shelf and ran away. Still, the librarian has faxed over some clues for us. The clues were these words: “The”,  “Of” and “The”. Witsen, put these first clue words on our Giant Clue Pad. 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Right oh, Detective Coyote. I’m putting the words--The, Of and The--on our Giant Clue Pad. (Puts words on felt board.) “The”,  “Of” and “The”? Hmm, now let me get this straight. The Runaway Book ran away. Hmmm. Very interesting.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Very interesting indeed, Witsen. But don’t you worry. I like a good mystery. They’ve come to the right place. Get my hat and my magnifying glass. This case calls for Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues!  (Witsen gets hat and magnifying glass for Coyote and puts them on Coyote during the song.)

TRACK THREE

      C


  D

Amazed by a mystery, can’t find your shoes

G


        C
       G

C

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues

Need pieces for your puzzle, don’t take a snooze

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues




F




The critter with the clues



C


The critter with the clues


G


Call Detective Coyote, 


     C           G         C

The critter with the clues

Can’t find your smile, don’t sing the blues

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues

Got a lot of questions with the morning news

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues

Chorus

Instrumental 

DOCTOR WITSEN: I’m sure you’ll find the Runaway Book, Detective Coyote. But, how will you do it? Where will you start? There’s so many possibilities? Which way should we go? 

Stuck in a muddle, full of sticky ooze

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues

Following a trail, which way should you  choose.

Call Detective Coyote, the critter with the clues.

Chorus plus

The critter with the clues

The critter with the clues

TRACK FOUR

COYOTE: Witsen, to find those clues, we may need some help. Keep your eyes open,  Witsen.

DOCTOR WITSEN: (To audience.) Will you folks out there help us find more clues. I know you will. 

COYOTE: Witsen, get the Giant Clue Pad. Excellent, Witsen, we’re off to find the Runaway Book! I’ve got my magnifying glass. Follow me! 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Very well. (Exits.) 

TRACK FIVE
Scene/backdrop to use: Trail through the forest.

Props to use: Arrow sign.
DOCTOR WITSEN: (From the side, narrating.) So, Detective Coyote and I headed down the trail searching for the Runaway Book. Little did we know that some one else had gone out on the trail as well, none other than that arch villain, Pirate Pete, and his parrot,  Polly.

PIRATE PETE (Enters): Arr! This be the trail to the Runaway Book. And that book may contain the great Secret. 

POLLY: Secret!

PIRATE PETE: That’s right, the Recipe for Strawberry Jam.

POLLY: Jam!

PIRATE PETE: If I find the runaway book before it can be brought back to the library I’ll be the only one with that recipe for Strawberry Jam!  That recipe will be mine, all mine!

POLLY: Mine!

PIRATE PETE: Mine!

POLLY: Mine!

PIRATE PETE: Mine! Now hush!

PIRATE PETE: Let’s turn this sign around and then Coyote will be lost.  Pull!

POLLY: Pull!

PIRATE PETE: Push!

POLLY: Push!

PIRATE PETE: AHHHH! (Falls on face.) There we’ve done it. We’ve turned the sign around.  So that it points the wrong way! HA HA HA! Coyote will be lost! Ha Ha Ha! (Exits.)

DOCTOR WITSEN: (Coyote enters.) Look Coyote a sign..

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Right Witsen. A sign! We must follow the trail.  Dr.  Witsen, follow me! (They go along.)

DOCTOR WITSEN: Wait, Detective Coyote, something looks wrong.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Don’t be afraid, Doctor Witsen. I’ve got my magnifying glass. Let me take a closer look. Yes, yes. It’s much clearer now. This isn’t the right way. This is a dead end! I can see that this trail goes nowhere! 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Detective Coyote, what will we do?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: (Waving glass in the air.) Don’t worry, Witsen. I have looked at all the evidence and I have come to a conclusion.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Oh good! What have you discovered?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: By George! We’re lost!

DOCTOR WITSEN: Lost?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Lost!

TRACK SIX

G
       C        G


Bm

Lost on the trail, wonder where we are

Am
          Am7       D7

Look at the ground, or up at a star

Em              C                 G          Bm

Lost on the trail, are we near or far

Am          D               G

Lost, lost lost on the trail

Lost on the trail, in a wilderness

Must be something up ahead I guess

Lost on the trail, gosh darn what a mess

Lost lost lost on the trail


C      Cm  G
         Bm

Lost lost lost on the trail

Am Am7  D7




Lost lost lost on the trail


We might succeed or we might fail


Lost lost lost on the trail

Lost on the trail, time to take a chance

Every day goes by just like a dance

Lost on the trail and full of romance

Lost lost lost on the trail


Chorus

We might succeed or we might fail


Lost lost lost on the trail

TRACK SEVEN

Note: Children turn the arrow sign right side up at the end of the scene—helping Coyote as described in the story. Put the word Hero on the Giant Clue Pad during the scene.
DETECTIVE COYOTE: Hold on, Witsen. I have an idea. We need volunteers to help straighten out the sign.

DOCTOR WITSEN: (Gets help, straightens sign.) Right oh! Can someone help me turn this sign around so that it points the right  direction.  (Grunting with effort.) Push, pull, adjust, straighten… all right, I think we’re getting it. 

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Very good Dr. Witsen. Tell that brave person that they are truly a hero! 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Hero? Hero? Did you say hero? That’s it, Detective Coyote, the Runaway Book must have dropped this word and, with some help, you’ve found the clue. (Put word on theater.  Cue audience to raise and say HERO.)

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Witsen, put the word Hero with the other clues on the Giant Clue Pad. Got it? Good. What does it say?

DOCTOR WITSEN: Hmm. Well, it says, the hero of the …something or other….

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Witsen, that can’t be the whole sentence. There must be more clues down the trail. Follow me, Witsen.

SCENE EIGHT

Scene/backdrop to use: Continued trail.

DOCTOR WITSEN: (From the side, narrating.) And so we continued down the trail. Little did we know that Pirate Pete and his parrot, Polly, continued to watch our every move.

PIRATE PETE: That Detective Coyote is a pest! 

POLLY: Pest!

PIRATE PETE: I can’t let Detective Coyote get the Strawberry Jam recipe. We need to hire someone to get rid of that Coyote. Someone clever.

POLLY: Clever!

PIRATE PETE: Hmm. I’ve got an idea. We’ll call up Pest Removal Service. Give me the phone. (Dials. On Phone). Hello, Pest Removal Services.  Larry the Lizard? This is Pirate Pete.

POLLY: Pete!

PIRATE PETE: Quiet! No not you, Larry, I meant the parrot. Alright, listen, Larry. We need you to come right over here. We’ve got a big pest that we need removed. How long will it take you to….

LARRY THE LIZARD: (Enters). Larry Lizard at your service.

PIRATE PETE: Arr, you’re quick, Lizard. 

POLLY: Lizard!

PIRATE PETE: Boy do we ever have a pest! What a pest! He’s out there right now, on the trail, following clues. He is such a bother! 

POLLY: Bother!

PIRATE PETE: Larry, are you sure you can do this?

LARRY THE LIZARD: Don’t you worry, Pirate Pete, I’m your lizard. See this tongue.

TRACK NINE

Activity: Act out the movements suggested by the chorus of the song.


F


C


Have creepy crawlies got you down




    F


Are flitting flies buzzing round



F

    Bb


Don’t let those meanies make you sick


C


      F


Larry The Lizard likes to lick



A7



Larry the Lizard likes to lick



D7



Lollipop bugs on a stick



G7


Go



My phone has rung, here’s my tongue



C7


     F



Larry the Lizard likes to lick


When you’ve got annoying pests


And want someone to give you rest


Who do you ring up, who do you pick


Larry the Lizard likes to lick


Chorus

Instrumental


My method has been around so long


I sneak right up and thwap they’re gone


You’ll get my bill cause I’ll do the trick


Larry the Lizard likes to lick


Chorus

TRACK TEN  Note: Put the word Story on the Giant Clue Pad during the scene.

LARRY THE LIZARD: Yessiree! Pirate Pete, I’ll lick your pests…

PIRATE PETE: Great, Larry, this is wonderful.  I’m feeling quite reassured. Ok. Here’s the low down on our problem. There’s this Detective Coyote….

LARRY THE LIZARD: Wait a minute!  Wait one minute! Did you say a coyote? You mean a great big coyote? Not some tasty little fly. Not some tiny delicious ant? You want me to remove a coyote? 

DETECTIVE COYOTE: (Enters with Witsen.) Did someone call me? Detective Coyote on the case.

LARRY THE LIZARD: Take a good look, Pirate Pete Do you think a Lizard can eat a Coyote? Be realistic. I’m sorry. Besides, I like Detective Coyote. He’s a good guy. I’d rather eat rubber broccoli.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Well, Larry the Lizard,  it just so happens that we’ve got some rubber broccoli right here. Who has the rubber  broccoli. There it is.  (locates adult and retrieves broccoli handing it to LARRY) Thank-you. 

LARRY THE LIZARD: (Paniced.) Hold on, Witsen! I was just kidding. Rubber broccoli! Ah, er….I didn’t really mean it..

PIRATE PETE: Arr! Useless lizard! 

POLLY: Lizard!

DOCTOR WITSEN:We’ll just put the rubber broccoli aside in case we ever figure out a use it.

LARRY THE LIZARD: Gosh, I hear my phone ringing. Someone has real pests—flies, small bugs, things of that sort. Sorry, got to go. Humph! Coyotes! Broccoli! Pete, when you called me on the phone you should have told me the whole story. (Exits.)

DETECTIVE COYOTE: (Rushes on.) Did I hear the word Story?

DOCTOR WITSEN: You’ve done it again, Detective Coyote. Another word, another clue dropped by the Runaway Book. We’re on the right trail! (Gets words from audience member.) Let’s put this new word, Story, on our Giant Clue Pad. Help me everyone. What does it say? Hmmm, now the Giant Clue Pad reads, The Hero Of The Story…

DETECTIVE COYOTE: It still isn’t a sentence, Witsen. Well, there must be more clues! I’ve got my magnifying glass! There’s many more miles to go. Onward.

DOCTOR WITSEN: You’re right, Detective Coyote. Onward!

TRACK ELEVEN 

Scene/backdrop to use: Further trail with rock.

WITSEN: And so, friend, Detective Coyote and I continued down the trail. This was now getting to be an awfully long journey. Fortunately, Detective Coyote knew how to find the way.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Dr. Witsen, did you bring our compass.?

DOCTOR WITSEN: Yes, Detective Coyote, I certainly did.  And, it has all four directions—north, south, east and west. 

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Excellent. Now we just need to decide in which direction we should go.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Well, north is that way. South is that way. East is that way.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: But which way should we turn? (Music Starts.)

TRACK TWELVE

Activity: Color the large letters: N,S, E,W. The children group in the middle of the room. Four children each take one of the letters and stand outside the group—aligned roughly with the four directions but actually aligned with the walls of the room. 

There are two versions of the song “Which Way Do We Turn?. TRACK TWELVE plays during the story  and has the instructions—calling out “north”, “south”, “east”, “west” etc.. The other version is added at—TRACK TWENTY SIX—and this one leaves out these instruction. When you use TRACK TWENTY SIX, you or one of the children add their own instructions—calling out directions. The other children turn to the directions as they are called out. 



  D


     G

D


There’s a compass on the trail but so many choices




   A7

Do we decide or will we hear voices?





G

D


Which way should we turn?



A7

D


Which way should we turn?



G

D


Which way should we turn?



A7

D


Which way should we turn?


(Instrumental with the calling of directions)


There’s a fork in the road there’s a knife on the table


Oh  there’s so many ways when your mind is able


Chorus


We might look this way, we might look that


Still it’s confusing, should we turn right back

TRACK THIRTEEN

WITSEN: We’ve turned every which way, Detective Coyote. I must say, it’s a grand effort everyone has been making out here on the trail.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Yes, Witsen, they’ve been most cooperative. But we must keep our eyes peeled for clues. I’ve got my magnifying glass. (They exit.)
PIRATE PETE: Shiver me timbers! Polly, what am I going to do? It’s hopeless. I have no help. That Detective Coyote and his sidekick, Witsen, will get the book before I do! I need help! Wahnn! (Cries, slumped on stage.)

POLLY: (Takes stage.) Yes, you do need help.  Don’t worry, you’ve got me…

TRACK FOURTEEN

Activity: Help Polly echo herself.


           C


F


C


Every pirate needs a parrot, makes him so much bolder





D7

G7


Proudly he can wear it up on his shoulder



C


F

E7


Every pirate needs a parrot makes him stand out



F

C     A7  D7          G7           C


And all the world can share it when they hear him shout



G



C

Every pirate needs a parrot like me, like me!

G



C

Every pirate needs a parrot like me, like me!

F


dim

   C
          A7

Without a parrot, he couldn’t bear its, so don’t you see

D7

G7

  C

Every pirate needs a parrot like me, like me!


Every pirate needs a parrot,  a few extra brains,


Kinda healthy, like a carrrot, cure your aches and pains


Every pirate needs a parrot, a bird so debonair


My feathers have such merit, my beak’s beyond compare



Chorus


Every pirate needs a parrot, full of good advice


Cheap to feed like a ferret, more fun than mice


Every pirate needs a parrot, a little feathered friend


Any deed I would dare it, right to the end



Chorus

TRACK FIFTEEN

PIRATE PETE: Oh, Polly, you’re right.  I needed help and all the time it was sitting on my shoulder.

POLLY: Shoulder!

PIRATE PETE: Thank you for singing to me. I feel so much better now. (pauses) Polly, we’ve got to think of something. We’ve got to keep Detective Coyote from going down the trail. What can it be? 

POLLY: Be! Be! 

PIRATE PETE: I must have that Runaway Book. I must get that recipe for Strawberry Jam. Ha ha! I’m such a villain. 

TRACK SIXTEEN


Am


That book will be mine (mine)


Dm


All in good time (time.)


E7


Makes me feel fine  (fine)


Am

E7


Now how do I get it?


Got to make such trouble (trouble)

Trouble that will double (double)


Coyote will be rubble (rubble)


Argh, he’s goin to regret it.



Dm



Jam so sweet day and night 



Am



Jam so red and very bright 



E7



Jam that jiggles oh take a bite 



Am
E7
  Am



There now I’ve said it.


A terror on the trail (trail)


How can I fail (fail)


Listen to me rail (rail)


There’s nothin he can edit


Gonna outwit that fool (fool)


I can because I’m cool (cool)


My mouth is gonna drool (drool)


Blimey mate, I’ll let it.

Chorus twice.

TRACK SEVENTEEN   Props to use: Dust bunnies. 

PIRATE PETE: Arr! Shiver me timbers, I’ve got it! Polly, I’ve got it. We’ll stop Detective Coyote in his tracks with a Dust Bunny Storm. 

POLLY: Storm!

PIRATE PETE: First, I’ll climb to the top of the Big Rock. (Goes to top of rock.)  Ooof! There, I made it. Now, from here we will toss down Dust Bunnies onto the heads of Detective Coyote & Doctor Witsen as they walk past...look...here come Detective Coyote & Doctor Witsen now!

DETECTIVE COYOTE: (enters) We’re getting closer to finding the Runaway Book, Witsen. I just know it.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Are you sure? It looks awfully dark up ahead.

PIRATE PETE: Now! Throw the dust bunnies!

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Oh no! A Dust Bunny storm!

DOCTOR WITSEN: Which way will we go?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: I’ve got my magnifying glass!

DOCTOR WITSEN: What will we do?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Panic!

PIRATE PETE: Ha ha ha! You’ll never get through! You’ll loose the trail and the Strawberry Jam recipe will be mine.

POLLY: Mine!

PIRATE PETE: Mine!

POLLY: Mine!

PIRATE PETE: Hush!

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Well, Witsen, it’s time to take a course of action. 

DOCTOR WITSEN: You mean….


DETECTIVE COYOTE: Yes, Witsen, it’s time to shoo those dust bunnies out of the way.

DOCTOR WISTEN: Alright then, we’ll shoo the dust bunnies out of the way. And everyone can help.

TRACK EIGHTEEN

Activity: Dance with a broom. 



G



On our trail dust bunnies fall



D

        C



So I’ll sweep and clean them all



G
   D
    C
     G



Hear me say just what we’ll do



C       D     G



Shoo Shoo Shoo!




C        D     G




Shoo Shoo Shoo!




We’ll make the sound dust bunnies rue!




We’ll cry out loud, ”Dust bunnies! Ooo!”

Shoo Shoo Shoo!



Blow dust bunnies out of the way



From under stuff where they stay



All we need’s some help from you



Shoo Shoo Shoo!



Chase dust bunnies with a broom



Say dust bunnies leave the room



When they’re gone we’ve made it through



Shoo Shoo Shoo!

TRACK NINETEEN

Note: Put the word Sings on the Giant Clue Pad when directed.

PIRATE PETE: Arr! My Dust Bunny storm has been all cleaned up, Polly. Let’s hide somewhere and feel sorry for ourselves. I feel so stupid! 

POLLY: Stupid! (Exits.)

DETECTIVE COYOTE: You did it, Witsen. You shooed away the dust bunnies. And, did you hear well how everyone sings? (Hand in audience goes up, say word.) 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Detective Coyote, did you say, sings?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Eee gad, Witsen, we’ve found another clue! SINGS! 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Let’s put this last word, Sings, onto our Giant Clue Pad. (Get word and put it on the Giant Clue Pad.) Then we’ll sing a song together. Everybody join in on the chorus.

TRACK TWENTY

Activity: Act out the motions suggested by the chorus. Children color footprints, place them in a circle and follow this trail while singing the song. Footprints can then be taken home and mailed as postcards. (Each reads, I HELPED DETECTIVE COYOTE FIND THE RUNAWAY BOOK.)


C


F


I’m an explorer with a walkin’ stick of course


C

      G


Drivin’ in a car or ridin’ on a horse


C

          F


Sometimes I rocket up in outerspace


G


     C


Searching some far off place



F

C



Searching till somethin comes in sight



G

   C



Look to the left, look to the right



F


C

A7






Searching, searching, gazing high and low



D

  G
   C



Searching everywhere I go


I’m on the trail with a magnifying glass


I’ve found footprints runnin’ through the grass


Now I’m dreaming that I’ve found the way


Searching the live long day


I’m about discovery and writing it all down


People, places, things, so much that I’ve found


It makes me happy and I clap my hands


Searching a brand new land

TRACK TWENTY-ONE

DETECTIVE COYOTE: By golly, Witsen, we need to say the sentence that we have spelled out on our Giant Clue Pad. With help, we’ve found all the clues—hero, story and sings.

WITSEN: We even found some rubber broccoli.


DETECTIVE COYOTE: Excellent! And we shooed away the dust bunnies.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Witsen, everyone help us read the sentence. What does it say? 

BOTH: It says, “THE HERO OF THE STORY SINGS”. 

DOCTOR WITSEN: Detective Coyote, this just goes to show that with a little help along the way, we can follow the trail. 

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Absolutely, Witsen. I’ve got my magnifying glass. I’m the hero of the story. And I certainly do sing. So, let’s put our footprints in a circle and sing about following the trail.  

TRACK TWENTY TWO


C




If you think you’ve lost your way

G7

No more sunshine only gray

F

      G

When you want to whine and wail

F    G
       C

Follow the trail


F
      G7

Follow the trail


     C

Follow the trail

Through sleet, snow, wind and hail

Follow the trail

Look for signs beneath your feet

Discover something new and neat

Cross the mountain through the dale

Follow the trail


Chorus

The way is winding often long

No matter which we need a song

Get our postcard in the mail

Follow the trail


Chorus

TRACK TWENTY THREE

Activity: Children can color a stage scene—curtain and proscenium—and the Runaway Book who dances in front of the stage during the song. 

DETECTIVE COYOTE: That’s it, Dr. Witsen. I bet our song will bring the Runaway Book back to the library. Wait, I hear footfalls!

DOCTOR WITSEN: Look, Detective Coyote. It’s the Runaway Book! We’ve done it.

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Done it, indeed, Witsen. Still, there is one last mystery that remains to be solved. Why did the Runaway Book come back?

RUNAWAY BOOK: I just heard this beautiful singing and I wanted to sing a song myself.

DOCTOR WITSEN: A singing book?

DETECTIVE COYOTE: Well, I don’t know if that’s necessary…


RUNAWAY BOOK: That’s perfectly all right. I don’t mind at all. 

TRACK TWENTY FOUR




G
   Bm

 D

I don’t want to be just another story


Am           D

G

I don’t want to be just another tale


    Em



       Bm

Give me a kitchen where they’re boiling up glory


A7




D7

Let me discover a cover a book lover would hale 


   

G


I wanna be a legend of the tasty sort







D7

I wanna be a legend cook it long or short


    Am




Em


Give me a pot that’s hot, even if its not romantic


     A7



    D7


It’s kitchens sure I’m itchin for, who could ask for more



          G


I wanna be a legend spoon out the type




G7


C


I wanna be a legend, for fame I’m ripe





     Go

                G
               E7


Tell the critics, it’s sweet, tell em it’s new, have I got a recipe for you



Am    D7
 G


I wanna be a legend wouldn’t you

I could have a novel life or scientific facts

put pictures out on someone’s coffee table

Instead I escaped from the library racks

To run and roam, no home, or loan cause a cook book is able


Chorus

TRACK TWENTY FIVE

Scene/backdrop to use: Detective Office.

Props to use: Strawberry jam recipes (and cookies) to hand out.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Look, Detective Coyote.  There’s writing in the book. (Points to the Book who hands out recipes.) 


DETECTIVE COYOTE: Right oh, Witsen. And I believe that the Runaway Book contains the recipe for strawberry Jam.

DOCTOR WITSEN: Yum. That sounds good! I’m ready, it’s been a long day out here on the trail exploring. 

PIRATE PETE: (Enters) Arr! But what about me?

POLLY: Me!

PIRATE PETE: All right. All right. Detective Coyote, Polly and I want some strawberry jam too!

DETECTIVE COYOTE: I am sure there will be enough strawberry jam for everyone, Pirate Pete. 

DOCTOR WITSEN: And so, Detective Coyote invited Pirate Pete and his parrot, Polly, back to the Coyote Detective Agency office, near the Big Rock out in the Dry Desert. We brought the Runaway Book with us and we spent the afternoon making strawberry jam. Then we returned the Runaway Book to the library and everybody was happy. Thank you for listening. Cheerio!

THE END
ACTIVITIES

Print the pages needed for props, etc. on regular paper unless the instructions say “best printed on cardstock”. All items should be made in advance of your performance. Individual songs may be “performed” for parents or each other as well as the entire show. Listen to the show again while you are making the items needed.

GRAPHICS

The graphics below are 72 dpi. High Resolution versions—400 dpi  jpg—are included in a separate file. The High Resolution versions will give you a better printing. You can open these jpgs in another program. We’ve include a Quark document with them loaded.

Use for  Puppet Show or Live Actors:

· Strawberry Jam Recipe— p. 32--Children take the recipe home after show.

· Clue Words 1—The Hero Sings— p.33—For use during the show.

· Clue Words 2—Of The Story— p.34—For use during the show.

· Clue Pad—p.35—Make a poster board as described to mount words for audience.

· Clue Pad Decorations—p.36

· Broccoli—p.37—For use at the start of the show.

· NS—p.44—Make a compass from paper or have children hold the directions.

· WE—p.45

· Postcard Back—p.46

· Postcard Front—p.47—Use as footprints, send to a friend.

Use for a Puppet Show:

· Coyote Puppets—p.40

· Larry and Dr—p.41

· Pirate and Polly Puppets—p.42

· Puppet Props—p.43—Guide your children as they draw backgrounds to fit a box theater. These should include: Library Scene, Detective Office, Trail Through The Forest, More Trail with a Large Rock.

Use for a Live Show:

· Mag Glass—p.38

· Arrow Sign—p.48

· Suggestions: Use a chair covered with a gray sheet for a rock. Use a real compass or the N,S,E,W graphics. See costume suggestions, p.31.

Special Items:

· Color Page—p.39—For coloring during listening sessions.

· Thumbprint Cookie recipe—Bake cookies and then hand out to cast and audience.

TOOLS & SUPPLIES TO HAVE ON HAND

· Crayons

· Scissors

· Glue

ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS

Activity: With older children, take a minute to make up phrases beginning with N S E and W. Like “Sara Eats Wet Noodles,” or “Never Eat Soggy Waffles.” Explain to the children what a compass does.

Activity: Mimicking Polly the Parrot. Give each child a chance to make up a phrase or sentence and have their parrot echo their final word in a squeaky voice.

Directions for Making Puppets: Children color picture of each puppet. If laminating do this before cutting out, otherwise cut them out. Be sure to leave the odd section at the bottom with the two black dots connected to the puppet. Help kids cut out the black dots, start by using a hole punch. Fold the “odd section” back on dashed lines. Place a loop of tape on the back side of the puppet for performance, this will keep the puppet upright. Larry the Lizard can have a slit along his upper lip to insert his tongue through and wiggle.

Directions for Making Cardboard Theatre: Use any cardboard box you like. Help kids cut the front out to look like a theatre, see the picture on Page 43 Cut paper to fit as backdrops and draw the scenes.

Directions for Dust Bunnies: To make dust bunnies, crumple up small bits of paper. Make about six per letter sized sheet of paper. Keep your dust bunnies in a box until needed. Explain what  dust bunnies are. Suggest that the children go home and, with help, look under chairs and behind doors for dust bunnies. 

Directions for Arrow Sign: Color the arrow sign, connect it with brad to paper. Do not over tighten—the sign needs to turn. Decorate the arrow with many colors. For the sign’s post, use a cardboard tube from wrapping paper or paper towels. Set the post in a milk carton full of dried rice or beans. Place sign post on your set, pointing ahead, down the trail. When Pirate Pete turns the sign to point in the wrong direction, a child can turn your sign the wrong direction.

Suggestions for Character Costumes and Make-up: Take a look at the puppets for ideas. Also, look in your library for make-up books. Try other books for pictures of detectives, coyotes, lizards, etc…

Thumbprint Cookie Recipe

1 cup Butter or margarine

3/4 cup Sugar

2 t. Vanilla



1 t. Almond Extract

2 1/2 cups Flour


Finely chopped nuts

Jam

Cream butter and sugar. Add vanilla, almond and flour. Chill 2-4 hours. Roll into small balls, then roll in nuts. Place on lightly greased cookie sheet. Make an indentation with thumb and fill with jam. Bake 30-35 minutes at 300 degrees. Makes 6 dozen.
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