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We all need to laugh. But what happens when all the laughter is stolen? In COYOTE AND THE IMAGINARY CIRCUS arch villain Ludlow Latour steals the laughter with his Laugh Licker. In the end, Coyote rescues the laughter. Even Ludlow Latour learns how to laugh. 

The fine print: This play and these songs are copyrighted. It is intended for listening or amateur (free) performance. 

If you want to charge money for the performance or if you want to record for sale any part of this material, 

you need to contact us—http//:www.nevadamusic.com   Have fun with The Imaginary Circus!

COYOTE AND THE IMAGINARY CIRCUS

Script/Activity Booklet

Listen and Do!

Listen first. The first portion contains the Imaginary Circus show. Then there are several songs that can be used as activities. Then there are a series of audio tracks from the show without the vocals. 

You can use any of the songs that are sung during the story as an activity. 

You can perform the entire show using the script. You can do this with the initial tracks—with vocals—or with the final tracks that contain the music without the vocals. You can read from the script or memorize the script.

In the same manner, you can perform individual songs as activities. 

You can use individual songs for listening and for simple activities.

The file ImagCirGraphi.doc is a Word file that contains graphics that may be helpful for activities or in performing the show.

The file Responses.rtf contains a list of phrases and responses mentioned in the script. These can be used to prompt the audience during a performance or for individual song activities.
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Hurry, Hurry, Hurry !

The Imaginary Circus is about to begin!

Kids of all ages are invited 

to come and enjoy the show 

on ________________ at ______________ O’clock.

OR participate in the making of the show!

We need puppet makers, actors, puppeteers, 

singers and scenery painters.
See your librarian to sign up! Do it today!

Audio 
Imaginary Circus Audio Tracks
1. Song. "The Imaginary Circus",  Narrator or Cast

2. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

3. Song, "Turn a Rabbit Into A Rabbit", Coyote.
4. Story. Narrator, Coyote, Turtle, Hawk, Snake.

5. Song. "Join The Clown Parade", Coyote.
6. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

7. Song. "Isn’t It Amazing". Rosy Rabbit.
8. Story. Narrator.

9. Song. "Only Tears and Sadness." Ludlow Latour.

10. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

11. Song. "Pie In The Face." Coyote
12. Story. Narrator and Librarian.

13. Song. "Gorilla In The Library." Librarian
14. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

15. Song. "Edgar And The Peanut." Narrator or Coyote.
16. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

17. Song. "Pickles". Coyote.
18. Story. Narrator, Latour and Coyote.

19. Song. "Time To Laugh." Latour and Coyote.
20. Story. Narrator and Coyote.

21. Song. "The Imaginary Circus", reprise, cast

Additional Songs For More Activities:

22. Song. “Your Wild Walk.”

23. Song. “The Laugh That I Life Best.”

24. Song. “You Gotta Quit Joking Around.”

Music Only Audio Tracks--no vocal, for performing the show or parts or it
25. Music Only. 2:34-"The Imaginary Circus", Narrator or Cast

26. Music Only. 2:13-"Turn A Rabbit Into A Rabbit", Coyote.

27. Music Only. 2:36-"Join The Clown Parade", Coyote

28. Music Only. 2:32- "Isn’t It Amazing". Rosy Rabbit

29. Music Only. 1:41-"Only Tears and Sadness." Ludlow Latour.

30. Music Only. 2:47-"Pie In The Face." Coyote

31. Music Only. 2:21- "Gorilla In The Library." Librarian

32. Music Only. 2:28-"Edgar And The Peanut." Narrator or Coyote.

33. Music Only. 2:20-"Pickles". Coyote.

34. Music Only. 2:19-"Time To Laugh." Latour and Coyote

For “Imaginary Circus reprise, play track 26 again.

(Suggestion: Learn the song by listening to the track that has the vocal then practice with the song track that does not have the vocal.)
Preparing For A Performance
ImagCirGraphi.doc   file:
Human Characters:


Narrator


Rosy Rabbit (This person can also play the Librarian and work all puppets other than Coyote.)
Puppet Characters:


Coyote, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Ludlow Latour, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Librarian, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Gorilla, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Elephant, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Peanut, an outline is in the Cut and Color file

Masks: For Hawk, Turtle and Snake. These three can be enlisted from the audience as volunteers.

Hawk, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Turtle, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Snake, an outline is in the Cut and Color file

Cue Cards: In the script, phrases cueing sound effects are underlined. 


Front of card: 
Response on back:

...sang to the moon
Yip! Yip! Yip!


...chased his tail
Wheeeee!


...heard the wind
Oooooouuu!


...had an idea

Ding!


...asked a question
Hmmmmm?


...felt so sleepy
Zzzzzzz!


…they laughed
Ha Ha Ha!

Props and suggestions for making them: 

Genuine Magic Wand--paint a paper towel roll or color a piece of paper, roll it and tape it.


A Hat, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Outline of a Rabbit, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


Laugh Licker—a piece of hose


Three Clown Noses

Three Foam Balls-- foam or pieces of wadded up paper.

Three Foot Length of Rope or String--watch out there's no rough housing with this

A Small Package--on a string

A Small Bell--optional, for "Ding" sound effect

Small Stuffed Animal Toy Rabbit

Backdrop Scenery: (Our small outlines—in the ImagCirGraphi.doc file-- may not be large enough for your performance. Feel free to obtain newsprint paper--available as rolls discarded by your local newspaper--and paint large backdrops.)

The Desert, an outline is in the Cut and Color file


The Circus, an outline is in the Cut and Color file

The Laugh Licker Lab, an outline is in the Cut and Color file

Choruses: Print up some or all of the song choruses so that your audience can sing along.

Make a Theater. A simple puppet theater consists of two chair backs holding up a rod with a sheet over it--a front drop. Put pillows on the floor for kneeling. Pay attention to the height of your puppeteers and the height that they need to reach with their hands. To avoid arm fatigue, put a cross bar below and behind the bar holding the front drop. This second, lower bar should be strong enough that an elbow can lean on it. 

Puppet theatres are also available on our nevadamusic.com website.

TRACK ONE. SONG.

Narrator: (Waving hand in the air. During the song instrumental.) Hurry, hurry, hurry! Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, we proudly present The Imaginary Circus. Thrill and excite as Coyote discovers the powers of imagination. Meet Hawk, Turtle and Snake. Shake with terror as that arch villain, Ludlow Latour steals the laughter. Step right this way! There’s room for everybody!  Take your seats, the Imaginary Circus is about to begin!

The Imaginary Circus







Narrator or cast


D

  A7

The imaginary circus only has one purpose






D

It’s there to entertain you when you need one





A7

Hurry Hurry close your eyes, always a surprise




      D

The imaginary circus, it’ll be fun

G


    D

Elephants on parade, the acrobats cascade

E7
   A7

   D

Hear the roar of the crowd 

G


D

Clowns in tiny cars, cracker jacks and stars

      E7


    A7

The ringmaster shouts out loud

Now the ballerinas dance, pirates preen and prance

See The Strongest Man in Town

Lovely Lady in a tent tells your fortune for a cent

Let’s spread the news all around

You’ve  gotta see this show, and so you better go

It makes no matter where you’re from

We twirl the baton from sunset until dawn

Bring all your friends when you come

TRACK TWO. Story

Narrator: (See the file Responses.rtf for a list of the phrases and responses.) Here is the story of Coyote and His Imaginary Circus. You can help us out by making sounds. Let’s when you...sang to the moon…then you say, Yip! Yip! Yip! When you hear...chased his tail…then you say Wheeeee! When you hear...heard the wind…then you say, Oooooouuu! When you hear...had an idea…then you say, Ding! When you hear...asked a question…then you say, Hmmmmm? And, most importantly, when you hear…they laughed…then you say, Ha Ha Ha! You can look at a list as I tell this story and that will help you remember.  Now, Coyote lived out in the dry desert where he had many adventures. (Coyote enters.) One day, Coyote got a strange package in the mail. (Small Package on string drops from above.) Coyote sniffed the package. Coyote heard the wind. (Ooooooou!) Coyote read the label on the package.

Coyote: A package! Is it for me. Let me see. It says, “Coyote, Tall Rock, Dry Desert.” That’s me! Oh boy!

Narrator: Coyote got very excited. He chased his tail. (Wheeeee!) Finally, Coyote asked a question. (Hmmmmm?)

Coyote: But, what is inside this package?  I don’t remember ordering anything over the internet.

Narrator: Coyote ripped open the package. (Coyote grabs string in mouth and shakes the package. Package drops behind stage and Coyote grabs a wand from offstage.) 

Coyote: (Waving the wand in excitement.) Wow! An Imperial Magic Kit! Professional model, including a rabbit and a Genuine Magic Wand!

Narrator: Coyote had always heard about the Imperial Magic Kit. He had always wanted a Genuine Magic Wand but he had never owned either one. He was so excited that he sang to the moon. (YIP YIP YIP). Then he reached into the Imperial Magic Kit and picked up the Genuine Magic Wand. Suddenly, he had an idea. (Ding!)

Coyote: I want to do a trick that no one has done before. Anyone can pull a rabbit out of a hat. (Puts toy rabbit onto the stage.) But, I want to turn a rabbit into a rabbit.

TRACK THREE. SONG

Turn A Rabbit Into A Rabbit




 

Coyote
G



Anybody can pull a rabbit out of a hat

C
  A7
 D

When it wasn’t there

       G

But turn a rabbit into a rabbit

A7
     D
  G

That takes real care


C

   Go


It’s a trick, some slight of hand


   A7
   Ao            D


A bit of smoke and mirrors


G


Turn a rabbit into a rabbit


   A7

D


It hardly disappears


C

         Go


Just take your magic wand


A7
   Ao       D


draw a great big R


G


Turn a rabbit into a rabbit


         A7
       D          G


Say "carrot", and there you are

Anybody can turn a rabbit into an elephant

Or a giraffe

But turn a rabbit into a rabbit

That takes real class

Instrumental

Narrator: Coyote waved his Genuine Magic Wand in the air and, with it, he pretended to write the letter R. You can help Coyote by pretending that you have a Genuine Magic Wand and are drawing the letter R in the air. (Rosy Rabbit appears, toy rabbit disappears. Rosy dances.)

Anybody can make a rabbit dance 

Or sing a little song

But turn a rabbit into a rabbit

How can you go wrong

TRACK FOUR. Story
Narrator: With a wave of his wand and a big letter R, Coyote turned his toy rabbit into a great big  rabbit. Coyote felt happy all over. He chased his tail. (Wheeee!) Coyote sang to the moon. (Yip Yip Yip!)

Coyote: I’m not bored any longer. I have something to do! I will name you Rosy Rabbit.

Rosy Rabbit: I like that name!

Coyote: Gosh, I have an idea. (Ding!) If I can turn a rabbit into a rabbit, I could…create an entire imaginary circus! I must invite my friends over to see this. Turtle, Hawk and Snake will really be impressed. Rosy, could you go get Turtle, Hawk and Snake for me?

Rosy: Sure! Turtle, Hawk and Snake came say "hello" to Coyote. 

Coyote: Hello Turtle.

Turtle: Hello Coyote.

Coyote: Hello Hawk.

Hawk: Hello Coyote.

Coyote: Hello Snake.

Snake: Hello Coyote.
Coyote: Friends, I have an idea. (Ding!) With my Genuine Magic Wand I will create an Imaginary Circus. And you can join the clown parade! 

Rosy: Here, put on these clown noses. 

TRACK FIVE. SONG

Join The Clown Parade

Coyote                           D

When you’re feeling gloomy


G             A7


And sitting in the shade

G

  D


Clap your hands together


A7

D

And join the clown parade


G

D

Stick out your tongue

G
         A7

Pull on your lips

G


Wiggle your nose


A7

D

And shout, “I’m a clown!”

When you’re running late

Cuz your flight has been delayed

Spread your wings and smile

And join the clown parade

When your room’s a mess

And your bed is still unmade

Pick up your toys

And join the clown parade

When you’ve rushed to leave

And wish you could’ve stayed

Cross your arms real tight

And join the clown parade

When you’ve bought a lemon

And think you need a trade

Snap your fingers hard

And join the clown parade

(Activity Suggestion: A simple song that can be sung and acted out. Note the movements in each verse. Also the motions during the chorus.)

TRACK SIX: Story
Narrator: Coyote's friends-- Turtle, Hawk and Snake marveled at Coyote’s invention. They had never seen an Imaginary Circus before. They laughed. (Ha Ha Ha!) Now, Coyote asked each of them to do a circus act. 

Coyote: Rosy, could you help my friends with their circus acts?

Rosy: Oh goody, circus acts!

Coyote: Turtle, I'd like you to juggle. 

Rosy: Here are three balls. Don’t worry if you drop them.

Coyote: Hawk, I'd like you to do a tight ropewalk. 

Rosy: Let’s put the rope on the floor. That will make it easy. (Lay the rope on the floor.) 

Coyote: Snake, I'd like you to balance on one foot. 

Rosy: That shouldn't be hard for a snake. (Music starts. Coyote waves his wand, conducting.) Isn’t it wonderful! Isn’t it amazing!

TRACK SEVEN Song

Isn’t It Amazing

Rosy Rabbit
C

      F

C

I know a turtle, a wonderful turtle

    C

  G
    C

A turtle who does an act

   F



   C

A turtle who juggles in the circus

           C    G         C

Yes, indeed, that’s a fact

           F           
      C

Now if you would be that turtle

          F

C

We’ll give you three balls


F

 C

Just stand here and juggle

 

G      C

Don’t worry if they fall

Isn’t it amazing, amazing, amazing

Isn’t it amazing

  
The things that they do

I know a Hawk, the most amazing hawk

A hawk like no other hawk

Who does a circus tightrope

With the most amazing walk

Now if you would be that hawk

We’ll lay for you this rope

Start at one end, foot by foot

You’ll be careful I hope

I know a Snake, a friendly Snake

A snake like no other snake

Who stands on one foot

How can he make a mistake

Now if you would be that snake

What more can we say

Stand on one foot, long as you can

and we will shout Hooray!

(Activity Suggestion: Select three children or three groups of children. One juggles. One walks a rope on the floor. One stands on one foot. See the graphics file for turtle, hawk and snake hats. Everyone sings the song. Ask an older child to learn the three verses for next week’s session. Or ask three older children each to learn one of the verses.)

TRACK EIGHT: Story
Rosy: Turtle, Hawk and Snake, you were wonderful!

Narrator: Yes, Coyote’s imaginary circus made everyone happy. Coyote sang to the moon. (Yip Yip Yip.) And he chased his tail. (Wheeeeee!) They laughed. (Ha Ha Ha.) But it was getting late so Turtle, Hawk and Snake went home. 

Rosy: Thank you for helping.

Narrator: Then Coyote waved his Genuine Magic Wand and turned Rosy back into a toy rabbit. Then, however, suddenly Coyote heard the wind. (Oooooou!) Down the road came a man with a plan to take all of his happiness away. None other than that arch villain, Ludlow Latour. Ludlow Latour came and turned on his sinister device, his Laugh Licker!

Ludlow Latour: My Laugh Licker will lick all the laughter that has been laughed by those laughers at the Imaginary Circus. They will laugh their last laugh. They will laugh no more! Tell me, why do they need all those silly sounds? I never laugh. No never. So, once I have run my Laugh Licker, I will not need to listen to any of their annoying laughs ever again!

TRACK NINE: Song

Only Tears and Sadness





Ludlow Latour

Am

Ludlow Latour will purloin pleasure

Dm
 E7
    Am

I’ll drain all delicious delight

     Dm


   Am

I’ll sap the song of the summer day

        
  B7
      E7

I’ll turn out every light


  Dm

Am


Only tears and sadness

     
  Dm

  Am


Only misery and gloom


  Dm

  Am


Only darkest depression


     Am
     E7
   Am


All delight will be doomed

Ludlow Latour will capture the chuckles

I’ll juggle the jokes to jail

I’ll grab the grins, I’ll file the smiles

They’re sappy so they’re on sale 

Ludlow Latour will steal the laughter

Your giggles are gone for good

Where have I put them yes indeed

In my Laugh Licker like I should

(Activity Suggestion:  This is a bit of a tongue twister. For an older child to sing.)

TRACK TEN. Story.
Narrator: Oh, what a dark day! With his Laugh Licker, Ludlow Latour stole all of the laughter. Coyote sat on his Tall Rock and he tried to laugh but he couldn’t. (Coyote opens mouth. Shakes head in frustration.) No luck. He tried to smile. No luck, he tried his magic wand. But he couldn’t do it. Coyote didn’t know what to do. Coyote asked a question. (Hmmmmm?) 

Coyote: What can I do to get back the laughter? I feel so sad. I just can’t be happy. Things don’t always go the way you want. Sometimes, just when you think everything is fine, things go wrong. 

TRACK ELEVEN. Song.

Pie In The Face





Coyote 

C    
     G             Am

At a fancy restaurant in a big hotel

F  

      C    Dm    
          G

In your Sunday best, feeling really swell

F     
            Fm         C 
            A7

That’s when it hits you, thrown by an ace

Dm          G            C

You get pie in the face

F

C

Pie in the face, pie in the face

G

    
    C

Whipped cream topping flying through space

F

C
     A7

Pie in the face, what a disgrace

Dm          G            C

You get pie in the face

Out on a picnic springtime in the park

Flowers bloomin’ everywhere, children on a lark

You are rewarded because you’ve lost a race

You get pie in the face

Visiting the circus, eating cotton candy

Flag waving fun singing yankee doodle dandy

Then the clown misses on his silly chase

You get pie in the face

Cooking up dinner for the family feast

Spoonin up the sauce, carvin up the beast

Suddenly the toddler says, here, try a taste

You get pie in the face

(Activity Suggestion: A very singable chorus. Ask different children to sing one verse.)

TRACK TWELVE. Story.

Narrator: Things were looking pretty bleak. But then, Coyote had an idea. (Ding!) 

Coyote: I know! I will go the library. I will find some new information. Something to help get my laughter back! 

Narrator: Coyote went to the library. (Librarian enters and sits in chair with books in her lap.) However, he was worried that the Librarian would be upset with a coyote in the library. He looked in the window and held very still. He watched to see what the library was like. (A window descends on stage and Coyote looks through it, watching. The person working Coyote can also be the Gorilla.) The librarian was working at her desk.

Librarian: I was not at all worried about the Coyote coming to the library. Yes, I have seen much bigger creatures. Giants are quite common in the library, you know. One-eyed aliens from outer space…we get them everyday. Let me tell you about one visitor we had. It was a quiet day just like this one. I was sitting at my desk… (Enter Gorilla puppet who dances around during song.)

TRACK THIRTEEN. Song.

Gorilla In The Library









Librarian

    C    
            Am
     F    

G

Working at the library and being very quiet

C    
     Am
F    
G

All of a sudden I heard a riot

C    
     

   Am
  
F    

G

Crashing through the stacks and making such a sound

         F



G

He’s big and he’s hairy and he weighs 500 pounds


C

G
C


Gorilla in the library


F

           G


Do we need time out, one two three?



F

       Am




He’s looking under G at Gorilla history


C
         G     C


Gorilla in the library

I went over and said “excuse me sir”

But the gorilla replied with a great big “grrr

Can I use the computer and the internet?”

"If you need to search," I said, “you bet”

Now the Gorilla has a new library card

At reading books he’s working hard

He’s become an expert on Gorilla lore

And when he walks he shakes the floor

(Activity Suggestion: See the graphics file for the Gorilla mask. Have some children act out the story while others sing.)

TRACK FOURTEEN. Story.

Narrator: That’s right. Even Gorillas come to the library for books. So, Coyote to ask a question. (Hmmmmm?) The Librarian showed Coyote several books

Librarian: Perhaps one of these books will help you rescue the laughter. (The librarian holds up books, opening them and showing them to audience and to Coyote.) We have books on riddles, books on humor. We have books of jokes. Knock knock.

Coyote and Audience: Who’s there?

Librarian: Rita

Coyote and Audience: Rita who?

Librarian: Rita  good book lately? (Etc. Tell as many as you like. See jokes at end of this document.) 

Narrator: But no matter how many jokes the Librarian told. Coyote couldn’t laugh. He asked a question. (Hmmmm?)

Coyote: How can I rescue the laughter? I just can’t be happy. Ludlow Latour has filed the smiles. 

Narrator: Coyote had an idea. (Ding.)

Coyote: We need something big. We need something grand. We need something as large as an elephant. Oh but what’s the use! The poor elephant! At the end of the day he has nothing to do but go back to his cage in the circus. (Yawns.) Gosh, the pursuit of knowledge is tiring. (Lies down and goes to sleep. Groggily.) Suppose the elephant had an amazing dream about a peanut….

TRACK FIFTEEN. Song

(The Elephant and Peanut puppets enter and dance. This song lends itself to having the actions it describes acted out by the puppets.)

Edgar And The Peanut





Narrator

C



Am

After a day at the circus, the crowds have gone home

F

    C

Dm   
  G

Edgar Elephants in his cage feeling all alone

    Em


         Bm

His eyelids sag so heavy, his trunk lies on the floor


   D


G

But he dreams of a peanut dancing through the door



F
      C

  Am


The peanut poses debonair and sings operatic

 
      F

     C
   Dm      
G


He leeps into the air for Edgar its dramatic


         Em


          Bm


The peanut makes him smile from evening until dawn


   D


      G              C


Edgar loves the show his peanut puts on

Edgar tries to chase him, peanuts are good to eat

But the peanut taps upon his trunk with tiny peanut feet

Edgar gives a mighty roar that shakes his circus jail

But the peanut rides and slides right down Edgar’s tail

Edgar wakes next morning to the busy circus world

In the ring on one leg, he bounces lovely girls

That night behind his bars much to his surprise

It’s not one peanut anymore but a dozen that he spies

(Activity Suggestions: See the graphics file for the peanut and elephant puppet outlines. Have some children act out the story while others sing.)

TRACK SIXTEEN. Story.
Narrator: Coyote enjoyed imagining Edgar the Elephant and his Peanut. But it was not enough. If Coyote was going to rescue the laughter that had been stolen by Ludlow Latour with his Laugh Licker, then Coyote needed to find something more! At last, searching through the library, Coyote found a special word. He chased his tail. (Wheeee!) He howled at the moon. (Yip Yip Yip.)

Coyote: Ah ha! That’s it! No ordinary word but an astounding word. A superior word. A marvelous word, a word that will bring back the Laughter. Now I must find Ludlow Latour and tell him this amazing word.

Narrator: So Coyote crossed the dry desert. (Background music.) In the sand, he followed the footprints of that arch villain, Ludlow Latour. Soon, Coyote found the Laugh Licker Laboratory where Ludlow Latour was busy filing smiles from all over the world.

Latour: Here are 17 smiles from Germany. Stored away. Here are 19 smiles from Japan. Stored away.  27 smiles from Nigeria. 31 smiles from the United States. All the world’s laughter is mine, all mine.

Coyote: Wait one minute, Latour, you can’t steal all the world’s Laughter. We need it. We need to laugh at least once every day. Sometimes more. And I, Coyote, have been to the Library where I have found a word that will make even you laugh.

Latour: No you won’t, Coyote. I am so serious. So glum. So hum drum. See these squinty eyes. See this frown. Nothing can make me laugh.

Narrator: That's when Coyote said the word that he had found in the library.

Coyote: Pickles! Latour! I say Pickles!

TRACK SEVENTEEN. Song.

Pickles 










Coyote

G

When the world looks drear

       F#

And life seems so unclear


   C

     A7
        D

When tears roll down my cheek in trickles

           B7

     
  E7



I just pucker up my mouth and shout to the south

A7
             D7     G

Come-on, let’s say it: Pickles!


C
 Cm

Pickles, pickles

        A7


D

Cuz on my tongue it tickles

  B7

       E7

Need a sunny day want to holler hey

A7

  D7
G

we know what to say: Pickles!

When I fall on my face before I start the race

When I’ve spent my last dime and all my nickles

I just turn to the wall and make this mighty call 

Come-on, let’s say it: Pickles!

When my friends are mad and I feel so sad

When all my pals are cold and fickle

I just loosen up my lips and then I let ‘er rip




Come-on, let’s say it: Pickles!

(Activity Suggestion: Everyone sings on the chorus.)

TRACK EIGHTEEN. Story.
Narrator: Coyote had found a funny word at the Library, Pickles. Coyote had gone to The Laugh Licker Laboratory and had tried his word, Pickles, out on Ludlow Latour. Still, Ludlow Latour thought he had won the battle.

Latour: It didn’t work, Coyote. Your word, your song, nothing will bring back the Laughter. HA HA HA HA HA.

Coyote: (To Audience) Has anyone heard laughter? Did you hear Ludlow Latour laughing? He laughed didn't he? 

Narrator: Coyote chased his tail. (Wheeeeee!) Coyote sang to the moon. (Yip Yip Yip.)

Coyote: (As Latour laughs.) But you just laughed Latour! You did! You did! I heard you!

Narrator: Yes, and now together they laughed. (Ha Ha Ha.) 

Latour: Oh no! I’ve laughed. You’re right! Drat. Darn it. Oh phooey! But, hey! Laughing feels good! I like it. Ha ha ha ha ha!

Narrator: And so, Coyote used his Genuine Magic Wand to create the Imaginary Circus and he used a silly word to outwit Ludlow Latour and rescue the laughter. All the lost laughter began to come out of the boxes and cabinets where Ludlow Latour had stored it away. (Confetti comes out of stage, at the audience.) It danced through the air. It swirled and darted this way and that. The Laughter echoed against the walls, out the windows and across the desert. Ludlow Latour tried to plug his ears but it was no use. Coyote sang a song about laughter and soon Ludlow Latour had to join in. You can join in too!

TRACK NINETEEN. Song.
Time To Laugh





Latour and Coyote




Coyote:

  
Am

         F   
  G

Am

When trouble’s on the double and things are looking dark



C
       G

  Em

When I’m stranded in my lifeboat and staring at some shark

        Dm                  Am

C

   G

When nothings goin right and I’ve made some awful gaff

  F

           G

I guess it’s time to laugh

C 


G

Time to laugh, time to laugh

  
   F  

 G           Am

Time to bust a gut and bend in half



F
       Co
                C
            A7

Starts with a grin, then I chuckle and spin


  D

     G

C

Time to laugh, time to laugh, time to laugh

Latour:

The sky is falling friends and the end is drawing near

It couldn’t get much worse and I’m gonna shed a tear

Then suddenly I remember the zebra and giraffe

And I know it’s time to laugh

Both:

You can sigh, you can cry, if that makes you feel fine

Folks moan and groan, some wail and whine

But when my leg is broken I must reach for a staff

Hold on, it’s time to laugh

TRACK TWENTY. Story.

Narrator: So, friends, that is the story of the Imaginary Circus. Except for one last part. You see, Coyote had an idea. (Ding!) He invited Ludlow Latour to join his Imaginary Circus. 

Ludlow Latour: I can hardly wait!

Narrator: Coyote chased his tail. (Wheeee!) He sang to the moon. (Yip Yip Yip.) And they laughed. (Ha Ha Ha.) Thank you for listening. Sing along with us now....

TRACK TWENTY-ONE. Song.

The Imaginary Circus reprise


Narrator or cast


D

A7

The imaginary circus only has one purpose






D

It’s there to entertain you when you need one





A7

Hurry Hurry close your eyes, always a surprise




      D

The imaginary circus, it’ll be fun

G


    D

Elephants on parade, the acrobats cascade

E7
   A7

   D

Hear the roar of the crowd 

G


D

Clowns in tiny cars, cracker jacks and stars

      E7


    A7

The ringmaster shouts out loud

Now the ballerinas dance, pirates preen and prance

See The Strongest Man in Town

Lovely Lady in a tent tells your fortune for a cent

Hear the marching band’s big sound

You’ve  gotta see this show, that’s why you ought to go

It makes no matter where you’re from

We twirl the baton from sunset until dawn

Bring all your friends when you come

THE END

Puppets and Props for the Show

Instructions:

· At the beginning of this file, you will see a samle flier/invitation to your young readers to join in the Imaginary Circus. Fill in the blanks for dates, times and locations. Change as needed.

· In the file ImagCirGraphi.doc we have included artwork for each of the characters as lunch bag puppets. (Does not include the narrator or Rosy the Rabbit, these should be real people).

· To make lunch bag puppets. Color and cut then assemble as shown. There is a drawing on the next page that shows how a paper bag puppet is assembled. The mouth goes underneath the flap of the bag.

· Turtle, Hawk and Snake are head dresses. Past the paper onto cardstock, color and then cut out. Use 1” strips of cardstock and tape, staples or glue to fit the head dress to size of an individual head. 

· Or create your own puppets from fabric, socks and paper. 

· Paint your own backdrops using our designs as guides or use your own imaginations.

· To make clown noses, cut out circles and punch holes to either side for elastic or yarn ties.

· We’ve included a small rabbit for the magic hat. Color & cut out the rabbit, then attach to a popsickle stick. Cut the slit between X’s on the hat. The rabbit can then slide through as if pulling a rabbit out of the hat.

Below, there are pages that include :

· Turtle head dress

· Hawk head dress

· Snake head dress

· Coyote bag puppet

· Ludlow Latour bag puppet

· Librarian bag puppet

· Gorilla bag puppet

· Edgar the Elephant bag puppet

· Peanut bag puppet

· Dry Desert Backdrop, suggestion

· Circus Backdrop, suggestion

· Laugh Licker Laboratory Backdrop, suggestion

· Magic Hat

· Draw your own clown faces

More Interactive Songs

· Use separately from the show or during the audience warmup. 

· Set guidelines for movement—how much, where, etc.. 

Do a song over and over.

TRACK TWENTY-TWO. Song.
Your Wild Walk

· Tape a line on the floor. Or use string. 

· Everybody lines up and does their wild walk.

· Sillier the better. Sing along to the chorus.
Got your shoes and socks do your wild walk

oh what a shock to see your wild walk

Everybody gawks at your wild walk

Cuz you're the talk with your wild walk

Kick your left foot out,  kick right foot in

Wave to your mother, do a little spin

Clap your hands, go hippity hop

That's how you do your wild walk

Next in a line, go back and forth

Say mighty fine and stay the course

Act like a clown all around the clock

That's how you do your wild walk

Tie both your legs up in a bow

wiggle your hips go to and fro

What fancy pants, what a frilly frock

Show them off with your wild  walk

TRACK TWENTY-THREE.  Song.

The Laugh That I Like Best

· Do the actions on chorus. Listen to the CD. Then try it without the CD. 

· Make up new verses of your own. If there are some older children in the group, write one verse on a board to use as a template when making up new verses.
Chorus:

I like a belly laugh

clutch belly

I like a smelly laugh

pinch nose

I like a lazy laugh

twitch

I like a crazy laugh

itch








Your verse here. Use the same word pattern: 

But the laugh that I like best

________________________________

Lives in a nest



________________________________

I like a birdy laugh



________________________________

Tweet tweet tweet tweet tweet

________________________________
Repeat chorus

But the laugh that makes me shiver

Comes in the river

I like a fishy laugh

Blub blub blub blub blub 

Repeat chorus

But the laugh that lights my spark

Sounds like a bark

I like a doggy laugh

Woof woof woof woof woof

Repeat chorus

But the laugh that rings my bell

Lives down in the well

I like a froggy laugh 

Ribbit ribbit ribbit ribbit 

TRACK TWENTY FOUR. Song.

You Gotta Quit Joking Around

    C



I stamp both my feet




stamp feet, wave hand



G
I jump up and down




jump up and down

That’s why they tell me




   C

You gotta quit joking around



waggle index finger each time


         F

           C


You gotta quit joking around


sing along



 G

  C


Keep both feet on the ground


     F
       
C


Don’t make a sound


  
G
 
  C


You gotta quit joking around

I laugh out loud with a ha ha ha


laugh

I howl like a hound




howl

That’s why they tell me

You gotta quit joking around

I wiggle my fingers up in the air


wiggle fingers over your head

I pose in a silly gown




pose

That’s why they tell me

You gotta quit joking around

I dance in a little circle




dance 

I wave to everyone in town



wave

That’s why they tell me

You gotta quit joking around
More things to do

Give everyone a joke to tell while playing one of the instrumental/no vocal tracks.
 BOOK JOKES:

Q. Why was the T-Rex afraid to go to the library?

A: Because her books were 60 million years overdue.

 

Q. Why is that library book you're trying to find always in the last place you look?

A. Because once you find it, you stop looking.

Why did the vampire check out a drawing book?

He wanted to learn how to draw blood.

 

Q. Why does an elephant use his trunk as a bookmark?

A. That way he always nose where he stopped reading.

 

Q. How can you tell if an elephant checked out a library book before you did?

A. When you open it, peanut shells fall out.

 

Q. Why does the ghost come back to the library every day for more books?

A. Because she goes through them too quickly.

 

Q. Why didn't the skeleton come back to the library with an overdue book?

A. He was too gutless.

 

Q. Why don't elephants ever pay overdue fines?

A. They always bring their books back on time. An elephant never forgets!

 

Q. What did the detective do when he didn't believe the librarian's story?

A. He booked her!

 

Q. Do you know how many librarians it takes to screw in a light bulb?

A. No, but I know where you can look it up!

 

Q. What king of medieval England was famous because he spent so many nights at his Round Table writing books?

A. King Author!

 

Q. What reference book should you put on your head to keep off the sun and rain, no matter where you go in the world?

A. A hat-las (if you like, you can call it your "map cap").

 

Q. What reference book should you use when you forget your shovel?

A. The dig-tionary.

 

Q. When a goose goes to the library, what books does she look for?

A. Peoplebumps books!

 

Q. If you travel to Eastern Europe, why won't you find any books in Prague's public library?

A. They're all "Czech"ed out!

 

Q. What building has the most stories?

A. The library, of course!

 

Q. If a student goes to a seven-story library and checks out seven books, how many are left?

A. None. The library had only seven stories!

Q. When a librarian goes fishing, what goes on her hook?

A. A bookworm, of course.

 

Q. What does a librarian eat dinner from?

A. A bookplate.

 

Jim said, "My dog tried to eat my library book."

"What did you do?" asked the librarian.

"I took the words right out of his mouth."

 

Q. What does the skeleton do when she goes to the library?

A. She likes to "bone up" on her favorite subject (and we're not ribbing you, either).

 

Q. What does the Mummy do when he goes to the library?

A. He gets all wrapped up in a good book.

  

Knock knock.

Who's there?

Rita.

Rita who?

Rita lot of good books! 

What did one math book say to the other math book?

"Do you want to hear my problems?"

What do planets like to read?

Comet books.

When the cold wind blows, what does a book do?

It puts on a book jacket.

What does Hagrid use on the 18th hole of the Hogwarts Golf Course?

His Harry Putter.

When the squirrels sneak into the library to use the computers, where do they go?

On the Inter-nut.

What do you call a campground for spiders?

A Web site.

Where are there more nobles than in the royal court?

In the library. All the books have titles.

When a knight read a book, who was always at his side?

His page.

What do you do if a dragon bites your library book?

Take the words right out of his mouth.

When spiders go on the Internet, what do they visit first?

Charlotte's Web Site.

A frog walked into a library and asked the librarian what he would recommend.

"How about this sir?" asked the librarian, showing him Toad of Toad Hall. 

"Reddit, reddit," said the frog. 

Did you hear about the schoolgirl who was so excited about a book she found in the library called How to Hug?

It turned out to be volume eight of an encyclopedia.
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